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When I think of Easter I think of the Cadbury’s gorilla. 
 
Eh? 
 
Easter and chocolate. 
Chocolate and Cadbury’s. 
Cadbury’s and that drumming gorilla. 
QED. 
 
Add Phil Collins’ ‘I can feel it in the air tonight’ and you’ve 
practically got Easter and springtime in a nutshell. 
 
We can feel spring in the air…mostly! 
We see Easter on the horizon: time off, chocolates and 
(hopefully) sunshine. 
And with spring, the exuberance of the drumming gorilla. 
 
Join us at St. Philip’s to celebrate Easter, to celebrate 
springtime, to exude the energy and warmth of a community of 
faith woven into our community. 
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Easter Sunday with Sunday Stars 
 
On 20 April, families are invited to come along to the beach just up from the 
church for a special Easter morning talk time with Stewart and Erica at 
10:30am.  After the talk time, families are invited to the church hall for hot 
cross buns, tea and coffee before the 11am worship begins.  When the children 
leave for the halls during the service, the pre-school children (moonbeams) will 
be going to the session room for Easter crafts while the school aged children 
(P1-P7 – constellations and supernovas) will go with the Sunday Stars leaders 
and one parent per family to visit Spring Gardens Nursing home.  The children 
will be singing a Fischy Music song there and sharing some Easter flowers and 
crafts.  We hope you and your family can join us this Easter! 
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Sing and Sign – Help your child communicate BEFORE speech 
  
Hi! My name is Catherine and I am delighted to be bringing baby and toddler 
signing classes to St Philip’s Church. 
Thursdays, 9.30am Toddlers (Stage 2), 10.30am Babies (Stage 1)  
 
Any family with young children knows how frustrating it can be when your little 
one is pointing, yelling or crying and you just can’t figure out what it is that they 
want. Using some simple sign language while you communicate together can be a 
fantastic way to help these sticky moments along. Signs help your little one better 
understand what you are saying by highlighting the key word in the sentence and 
giving them a visual hook on the word. They also help your child communicate 
themselves as they are generally able to use the signs long before they are able to 
say the word clearly. What is more, these signs can really help your little one’s 
language development, building their vocabulary and boosting their confidence in 
their early speech.  As a family with two small boys we still use signs at home 
and we loved attending Sing and Sign classes. In fact I loved our baby signing 
experience so much that I became a Sing and Sign teacher!   
 
Sing and Sign classes use a combination of songs, rhymes, props and musical 
instruments to make learning signing fun! The children enjoy the music, songs 
and fun whilst the adults easily pick up all the signs required to get through day-
to-day life with a baby or toddler! Classes last around an hour with around 40 
minutes of singing and fun and plenty of time for questions and socialising. 
 
Classes at St Philip’s start on Thursday 24th of April, 9.30 am for toddlers from 
around 16 months old, 10.30am for babies 6-15 months. (Classes also available in 
other Edinburgh venues through the week and at weekends)  
 
E-mail catherinerennie@singandsign.co.uk to make an enquiry or visit 
www.singandsign.co.uk for more details. 
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Keeping Up with the Mess!!! 
 
This spring at Messy Church there will be lots of crafts, games, singing and 
storytelling to get your whole family together for worship on the last Saturday 
of every month.  With the warmer and lighter days ahead, we’re also looking 
forward to getting out into the Messy Church allotment for some gardening and 
getting out on the front lawn of the church for some games.   
 
In April we will celebrate our Messy Easter. In May, we will do a bit of 
gardening as we learn about the Parable of the Sower.  In June we will hear 
about the story of Zacchaeus.  There will be all of this, plus dinner at each 
messy church and other fun surprises.  You and your family won’t want to miss 
it! 
 
We hope you can join us from 3:30pm-6pm in the main hall/church on the last 
Saturday of each month.  You can arrive at any time during messy church.  We 
share a celebration time (story and music), a messy time (crafts and games) and 
then end with a great dinner.  There is no cost, but donations are always 
welcome towards the craft and food expenses.  It is fun for all ages and 
everyone is welcome – whether you have ever been to church before or not.  
This place is for you! 
 
Here are some dates for the diary: 
 
26 April – Messy Easter 
  
31 May – Parable of the Sower 
 
28 June – Zacchaeus 

Twins 
 
If you happen to be near the church hall on a Monday morning you may think you 
are seeing double.... 
Every Monday from 10-12 the Joppa branch of the Edinburgh Twins & Multiples 
Club meet for their bumps, babies and toddler group. All twins/multiples and their 
parents and siblings are welcome, just come along or contact Karen Trotter for 
more information – stphilipsjoppa@btinternet.com  
Tea, coffee and snacks are served. It's a great place for parents of multiples to 
informally share ideas and advice while the children play. We can try to help 
parents of babies with feeding and getting in/out where possible 



 
  

Joining the Breakfast Club 
 
The Easter Vigil each year for Breakfast Club marks the first welcome to youth 
group for any P7s who would like to start coming along to St Philip’s on a 
Sunday morning to take part in our youth group.  P7s are invited to stay up all 
night with us in the church on 19 April from 10pm to 7am on 20 April, finishing 
with the Easter sunrise service at the beach and followed by breakfast in the 
church hall.  We start the night with a walk to the chip shop for dinner and then 
the night is filled with games, arts and crafts, worship, baking, discussion and 
some surprises as well.  If you are in P7 to S6 would like to come along to this 
event, please email Michelle Brown for a permission slips and registrations forms 
at childrenandyouth@stphilips.co.uk Then bring the signed forms along on the 
19th with money for chips and warm layers as parts of the event are outside. 
 
Even if you cannot come along to the vigil, you are more than welcome to start 
joining us on Sunday mornings whenever you want to.  We meet on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30am and usually finish just after 10:30am in the main hall of the 
church.  All you need to bring along is £1.50 for your breakfast, which will be 
ready when you arrive.  Sausage Rolls, Bacon Rolls, Irn Bru, biscuits and fruit 
are normal though sometimes we try other stuff for breakfast too.  After breakfast 
we have discussions and games. 
 
If you are in Secondary school or in P7 currently, then we hope to see you soon 
at the Breakfast Club! 
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Junior Choir 
 
Watch out for Junior Choirs new and exciting, funny musical show this year!  
  
 "PORRIDGE"!! 
  
No, not the Ronnie Barker comedy but one that is just as funny, if not funnier! 
Who is causing the high crime rate? 
Private Eye Jack Spratt needs to find out soon. 
Meanwhile, the "PORRIDGE POT" is due to open again for the new season. 
The "Porridge Pot", which is owned by the 3 Bears, yes these cute lovable, 
cuddly, creatures, is such a succes 
that everyone, Bo Peep, Wee Willie Winky, Goldie Lox, Simple Simon, Humpty 
Dumpty and Ma Hubbard, amongst 
others can't wait to be served up some HOT STEAMY YUMMY porridge. 
But, who is causing the rise in crime? 
Could it be Papa Bear, with the help of the 3 Billy Goats and the Lumberjacks, so 
he can build a big porridge factory  
to make even more money? Surely not!! 
Why is Tom Tom in trouble? 
Did Humpty Dumpty fall, or was he pushed? 
Who helps repair Humpty Dumpty? 
Will the Police solve the crime with the help of Jack Spratt? 
Well I'm not going to tell you, you'll have to come along and find out yourself. 
With fantastic singing and dancing, great comedy and great acting by our young 
actors and actresses, it is 
a show not to be missed. 
So keep Friday 23rd May and Saturday, 24th May, 2014 free. Bring your 
children, grandchildren, nephews, neices 
mum and dad's and granny and grandads for this family musical comedy show 
that will  
have everyone of all ages, there is a child in us all, laughing in their seats. 
Tickets will be on sale soon. 
Look forward to seeing you all. 
Jamie 
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Sunday Stars Offering Distribution 
 
Throughout the year, the children’s offering is collected at Sunday Stars. This is 
combined with money raised at Cupcake Sunday and other events and then given 
out to non-profits the church supports.  As many of you support the Sunday Stars 
fundraisers, we wanted to say thanks so much and also let you know where the 
offering has been given to this year. 
 
£448.52 – Mary’s Meals – raised at the Porridge Breakfast and from a donation 
from the Golf Club 
 
£100 – reserved for Eliane Ferrier – Eliane is one of our breakfast clubbers and 
a Sunday Stars volunteer.  She is planning to spend a summer volunteering at a 
Christian Summer Camp in the states and we are giving her some money towards 
her airfare to go over to volunteer. 
 
£480 – Christian Aid – this is for the main Portobello collection and it includes 
the £380 raised at the baked potato lunch 
 
£200 – Christian Aid Gifts - Blankets and Bed Linen, 10 Chicks, 20 Rapid 
Diagnostic Malaria Kits, Antibiotics for a Sick Child, An Emergency Kit, A 
Goat, Cooking Stoves for 12 Families, Three Mosquito Nets, A Wheelbarrow, A 
flock of Ducks, and School Supplies 
 
£200 – Blythswood Care Gifts –2 Give an Orphan Breakfast for a Month, Take 
the Christian Message Directly to Teenagers, 2 Buckets of Love, 2 Provide 
Medical Care for an Orphanage Child, Mosquito Net, Send a Christmas Gift to 
Someone in Need in India, Provide Lessons that Last a Lifetime, Give a Child an 
Education, Care for a Widowed Lady, and Train a Sunday School Teacher 
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Fundraiser for Children 1st and Mary’s Meals 
 
On 17 May 2014, there will be a craft fair with lots of different stalls and light 
refreshments including tea, coffee, and filled rolls. There will be a bouncy 
castle and face painting. Entertainment will include a DJ & disco and a 
performance from a dance school along with some special surprise guests. You 
can also enter a raffle to win some great prizes. 
 
The fundraiser will take place at Prestonpans Community Centre on Preston 
Road, Prestonpans EH32 9QS on the 17th May 2014 from 11am-4pm. The 
fundraiser is being held by one of the Sunday Stars children, Holly Monteith.  
When her mum Ellen asked Holly what she wanted for her 6th birthday, she told 
her mum that she didn’t want to have a party and get presents because she has 
enough already.  Instead, she said she wanted to have a fair and make lots of 
money to give to poor and sick children.  She has chosen to donate all money 
raised to Children 1st and Mary’s Meals.  Hope you can go along to Prestonpans 
on the 17th of May to support Holly’s birthday fair! 
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Coffee Break 
 
There are days as a new parent when time escapes you and your energy is 
completely gone when all you need is a cup of coffee and break to sit down and 
have a chat with a friend to relieve the stress and exhaustion of parenting.  This 
break is all the more welcome when freshly baked treats are involved!   
 
This is what we aim to provide for new mums and dads at Coffee Break, our 
family café time at St Philip’s Church on Tuesday mornings in the session 
room.  The café runs from 10am to 11:30am on Tuesdays and is for parents 
with babies up to 18-months old.  You can drop in at any point between 10am 
and 11:30am. We have tea, coffee or hot chocolate available, along with home 
baking and biscuits for a small donation.  There are also some toys and snacks 
set out for any older siblings who come along or for toddlers needing a wee 
play while you enjoy your break.  We hope you will drop in when you need that 
coffee break and we will be there throughout the summer as well! 
 


